When you hear this sound... @ 


... that’s your signal to turn the page. 
Now, let’s begin our story. 
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One sunny day after school, everyone from Mrs. 
Kemper’s class ran excitedly out of the classroom. They 
talked about their teacher’s birthday party next week and 
the gifts they were going to bring. 


Punky was met at the schoolyard gate by Brandon, her 
dog, and Glomer, her alien friend who was visiting from 
another world. Glomer was disguised so that no one would 
notice his unusual appearance. As they walked toward 
town, Punky expressed her concern. 


“T just don’t know what to get Mrs. Kemper. She’s my 
d favorite teacher and I want my present to be really special. 
Holy Maca-Noly! Look!” @ 


Punky pointed at Lester Brown and his gang of 
school dropouts blocking elderly Mrs. May’s path and 
taunting her. 
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“Well, looky here, dudes. Now, why’s this old witch 
out here walking when she’s got a nice broom at home fla 
to fly on?” d 
“Let me through, young man!” to 


“Leave her alone, Lester Brown!” the 


When Lester and his gang turned to look at Punky, Mrs. 
May hurried on. This angered Lester. 

He and his friends angrily started toward Punky, but 
Glomer suddenly produced a magic beam of light. 

“Have a nice trip?’ 

The gang didn’t see the beam and tumbled over it, falling 
flat on their faces. 

As Punky, Brandon and Glomer departed, the boys tried 
to get up, but couldn’t; Glomer had used his powers to pin 
them to the ground. @ 


Sometime later Puriky, Brandon and 
Glomer happened to walk by a store window 
and saw a beautiful bead and silver necklace. 

“Superiffic! If we got that necklace for Mrs. Kemper, it 
would be the most special present of all!” 

Glomer agreed. Then, without any warning, he reached 
right through the window and brought the necklace out 
for Punky. 

“No, Glomer! We can’t just take it! We’ve gotta buy it.” 

Sadly, Glomer turned to put the necklace back, and 
Punky saw the price tag. | 
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“Oh, no. We don’t have enough money. What are we 
gonna do?” 


Brandon suddenly started to whine and pull at Punky’s 
pant leg. 
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“What’s the matter, Brandon? Glomer, what’s he trying 
to say?” 

“Me think Brandon sees’ help wanted’ sign in Mr. Miller’s 
grocery store window.” @ 


Punky, Brandon and Glomer walked into the store and . 
asked kindly Mr. Miller for the job. 7 
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“I don’t know, Punky. Delivering groceries is a big job 
and you're such a little girl?’ 
“I might be small, but I’ve got Punky power! You see, I M 


need the money to get a special present for Mrs. Kemper’s brig 
birthday,” 


“Okay, Punky. Let’s see how you do” 
“Superiffic!”’ 
“Listen, Punky, looking at your large dog just gave me an 
idea. I think I have something that might help you” 


| Mr. Miller went into the back room and wheeled out a 
Ye bright red wagon with a harness for Brandon to pull it. 
“Wow! Thanks, Mr. Miller!” @ 
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The next day at school during recess, Punky told Cherie 
about her job. 


“By next week, I'll have enough money to get this really 
super present that I found for Mrs. Kemper’ 

“Tl tell you what I’m getting, if you tell me what you're 
getting, Punky.’ 

“Nope. I think it’s better if our presents are a surprise.’ 


“Speaking of surprises, Lester Brown says that you're 
friends with ol’ lady May. Is it true?” 

“Well, not exactly, but...” 

“Stay away from her, Punky. Lester says she’s a witch, 
a real one.’ 

“Listen, Cherie, don’t always believe stories you hear, 
especially from a bozo like Lester Brown?” 


“Yeah, but Mrs. May is old and mean. 
She gives me the creeps,” 

“Maybe I can find out why she’s mean”’ 

“How?” 

“By using a little Punky power!” @ 
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When Punky reported for work, Mr. Miller harnessed 6] 
Brandon to the wagon. Glomer quickly jumped inside, to b 
which annoyed Brandon because of the extra weight he’d J 
have to pull. Punky checked her delivery list and when 

she saw Mrs. May’s name, she asked Mr. Miller why she 

acted mean. 

“Well, Punky, she’s a 
very lonely person. Her 
husband died several years 
ago and the rest of her 
family moved far away,” 

“I know what it’s like to 
be lonely. It’s an awful 
feeling, but I never was 
mean to anybody,” 


“People always seem to forget that sometimes you have 


e, ; to be nice to someone before they can be nice to you.” 
i he’d “Maybe Mrs. May forgot.’ 
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“Maybe. Now, you’d better get going. You don’t want to be 
late your first day”’ € 


Much to Brandon’s delight, Glomer used his powers to 
give the wagon an extra boost of energy; so Punky 
delivered the groceries ahead of schedule. Everyone greeted 
the trio warmly. Their last stop was Mrs. May’s apartment. 


Punky, Brandon and Glomer climbed the rickety stairs to 
the old lady’s apartment and knocked on her door. They 
waited a moment, but no one answered, so they left Mrs. 
May’s groceries by the door. 
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Just as the three turned to leave, they saw Mrs. May ly 
enter the building from down below. Before Punky could fror 
call out to her, Lester and his gang suddenly ran up from é 
behind Mrs. May and stole her purse. “ 
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“Give that back to me! You come back here!” Its 0 


Punky and her friends raced downstairs and stopped in 
ld front of the elderly lady. 

ori “Mrs. May, are you all right?” 

“Tm fine, but, oh, my purse!” 

“Don’t worry, Mrs. May. We’ll get it back” 


Then Punky, Glomer and Brandon all climbed into the 
wagon, and Mrs. May was amazed to see it zoom off under 
its own power. @ 


Lester and his gang ran down the street and turned into 
an alley lined with trash cans. Lester, who had Mrs. May’s 
purse, turned to face his buddies. 

“T don’t know what that little turnip is up to, but I ain't 
taking any chances. You guys go toward the school and I'll 
take the alley:’ 


When Punky and her friends came to the alley, they saw 
that Lester and his gang had separated. 
“Brandon, you go in here and we'll follow the others” 


Punky and Glomer raced in the direction the boys had 
taken, while Brandon took off on all fours into the alley. @ 


Punky and Glomer chased the gang through town. 
Several adults turned to watch, thinking the kids were 
going awfully fast for being on a wagon, when Punky 


called out to them. 
“They stole Mrs. May’s purse!” 


The adults headed off the gang and finally caught them. 
When Punky arrived, she was overjoyed at their capture, 
but her smile suddenly changed to a frown. 


“Oh, no! They don’t have Mrs. May’s purse. That means 
Lester’s got it, and I sent Brandon after him all alone!” @ 


Punky and Glomer raced back to the alley as fast as the 
magical wagon could take them. 

They rounded the corner and screeched to a halt. They 
could not help breaking out in gales of laughter at what 
they saw. Lester had tried to climb over a fence and 
Brandon was holding him firmly by the seat of his pants. 

“Call him off, Punky!” 

“First, turn over that purse. Then we'll get you down, 
Lester Brown?” 


Mrs. May was delighted when Punky, Brandon and 
Glomer returned to her apartment with the stolen purse. 
“Oh, child. I don’t know what to say. I never imagined 
anyone would care enough about me to do what you did.” 
“We care, Mrs. May.-’ 
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Punky gave her a hug and didn’t see the tears of joy in 
the older woman’s eyes. 


The day before Mrs. Kemper’s party, Punky bought the 
bead and silver necklace. She, Brandon and Glomer took it 
to the grocery store so Mr. Miller could see it. 

“That is the prettiest necklace I’ve ever seen, but..." 

“But what?” 

“Tt’s very strange... that necklace looks exactly like 
the one Mr. May gave to Mrs. May on their wedding 
anniversary many years ago. Unfortunately, it was stolen, 
and Mrs. May was deeply saddened at the loss.” 
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“Oh no! How can I give the necklace to my teacher now, 
when it would mean so much to Mrs. May? If I don’t give it 
to Mrs. Kemper, I’ll be the only one who doesn’t bring a 
present to the party! What are we going to do?” @ 


Mrs. Kemper’s party was a big success. There was lots of Be 


cake and ice cream and presents from everyone...except weal 
Punky. Cherie wondered what happened to her friend’s ie i 
to ta 


super present. 


“How come you didn’t bring it, Punky?” The 


Before Punky could answer, Mrs. May walked into class 
wearing the beautiful bead and silver necklace. 
“T’m sorry to disturb your party, Mrs. Kemper, but I’d like 
' to talk to your class, if I may.” 


Mrs. Kemper was glad to see Mrs. May and nodded yes. 


The elderly woman walked to the front of the class, © 


“You know, children, I didn’t think anyone cared about 
me...until I met Punky. She worked very hard to buy Mrs. 
Kemper this beautiful necklace, but gave it to me when she 
found out how much I miss the one my husband gave me. 
Thank you, Punky, for reminding me that I have to show 
love in order to receive it.” 


Mrs. May offered to give Mrs. Kemper the necklace, 
but the teacher wouldn’t take it. The children saw that 
Mrs. May was a kind person after all, and everyone happily 
gathered around her. 

As she saw this miracle taking place in her classroom, 
Mrs. Kemper realized she had received many wonderful 
presents that day... but Punky’s gift of love was, without a 
doubt, the most special of all. 
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